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SHEPTON  MALLET  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


July,  1952. 


Miss  Hill  and  Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1951. 

1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (in  acres)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2278 

Population  (1951)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5198 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1951)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1462 

Rateable  Value  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ^26,838 

Produce  of  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  .£108 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  is  based  on  the  following  : — 

Dwelling  Houses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1338 

Banks  and  Offices  with  Living  Accommodation  ....  ....  ....  6 

Shops,  etc.,  with  Living  Accommodation  ....  ....  ....  ....  75 

Club  Premises  with  Living  Accommodation  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Hotels  and  other  Licenced  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  22 

Public  Institutions  (Hospitals,  etc.)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Crown  Properties  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 


Total  ....  ....  ....  1462 


Social  Conditions. 

In  addition  to  shops,  offices,  building  trades  and  allied  trades,  the  main  sources  of  employment 
in  the  town  are  cider  factories  (2),  breweries  (2),  shoe-making,  glove  factories  (2),  millers,  bacon  factory  and 
meat  products,  railways  (2),  agricultural  engineering,  research  chemists,  general  engineering  (2),  garages 
and  motor  engineering,  dry-cleaning  and  dye-works,  rope  works,  motor  haulage. 

There  is  very  little  unemployment  other  than  that  of  a  transitory  nature. 


2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Live  Births  : — 
Total 

Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Still  Births  : — 
Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Births. 

Males. 

50 

49 

1 

Males. 

1 

1 

0 


Females. 

41 

36 

5  Birth  Rate  : — 15.5  per  1,000. 
Females. 

3 

3 

0  Birth  Rate  : — 0.36  per  1,000. 


Deaths. 

Total.  Males. 

Females. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  .... 

61  31 

30  Death  Rate 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  child-birth  : — 

(a)  From  Sepsis 

(b)  From  other  causes 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate,  6  ;  Illegitimate,  0  ;  Total,  6. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Week 

,,  ,,  ,,  from  One  to  Four  Weeks 

,,  ,,  ,,  from  One  to  Six  Months 

from  .Six  to  Twelve  Months 


: — 12.5  per  1,000. 


0 

0 


6 

0 

0 

0 


Total 


6 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  0 

,,  „  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  ....  ....  ....  0 

There  has  not  been  any  excessive  mortality  during  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  Deaths  occurring  in  the  District  was  61,  compared  with  56  in  1950. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 

Cancer  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  17 

Heart  and  Circulatory  Diseases  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  41 

Old  Age  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

In  all  "  Causes  of  Death  ”  : — 

Those  dying  between  the  ages  of  75  and  80  were  ....  ....  ....  27 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  81  and  85  were  ....  ....  ....  15 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  86  and  90  were  ....  ....  ....  11 

Those  dying  above  the  age  of  90  were  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

A  total  of  55,  or  90.16%  of  the  total  Deaths. 

Old  Age. 

The  Annual  Abstract  of  Statistics  (No.  88)  shows  the  ageing  population  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
Between  1871  and  1950  the  total  population  of  the  United  Kingdom  increased  by  85%,  while  the  number 
of  people  aged  65  and  over  rose  by  300%.  In  1871  there  were  604,000  men  and  730,000  women  aged  65  and 
over  ;  in  1950  the  corresponding  totals  were  2,271,000  men  and  3,160,000  women.  It  is  estimated  that 
by  1980  these  totals  will  be  increased  by  7%. 

These  figures  go  a  long  way  to  shew  the  necessity  for  Local  Authorities  to  carry  out  their  statutory 
obligations  to  provide  for  the  care  of  the  aged  and  infirm. 

The  powers  under  which  Local  Authorities  can  act  are  set  out  in  the  : — National  Assistance  Act, 
1948  ;  Housing  Acts,  1936  and  1949  ;  Physical  Training  and  Recreation  Act,  1937,  and  Public  Health  Act, 
1936. 


The  Birmingham  Statistical  Unit,  in  an  analysis  of  several  hundred  cases  of  the  old  and  infirm, 
divided  them  into  four  Groups  : — 


Group  1 : 


Group  2 : 


Group  3 : 


Group  4  : 


40%  required  admission  to  Hospital. 

The  difficulty  here  is  that  the  Public  Assistance  Institutions  and  the  large  Hospitals  have  long 
waiting  lists,  and  the  smaller  Hospitals  are  averse  to  the  admission  of  these  long-stay  cases 
owing  to  shortage  of  Nursing  Staff. 

10%  required  admission  to  a  Mental  Hospital. 

Some  of  these  are  borderline  cases  and  are  hardly  certifiable  as  lunatics.  How  to  deal  with 
some  of  these  cases  is  the  most  difficult  problem. 

24%  required  admission  to  “  Hostels  ”  or  "  Eventide  Homes.” 

Some  Local  Authorities  have  built,  with  or  without  grants  from  the  National  Corporation  for 
the  Care  of  Old  People,  “  Eventide  Homes,”  with  a  Warden  and  his  wife  (the  latter  preferably 
with  Nursing  experience)  in  charge.  These,  I  understand,  have  been  a  great  success. 

26%  are  best  treated  at  home  with  the  aid  of  District  Nurses,  the  Social  Services  provided  by 
Local  Authorities,  Home  Helps  and  good  neighbours. 


I  fully  realise  that  what  I  have  written  is  merely  an  outline  of  a  difficult  and  increasingly  important 
subject  which,  I  contend,  is  worthy  of  some  consideration,  when  young  married  couples  who  are  anxious  to 
have  children  have  been  accommodated. 


3.— NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

Cases  admitted 

Total  Cases 

to  Isolation 

Total 

Diseases. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever.  .. 

2 

1 

0 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

2 

0 

4 

Measles 

18 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  : — Total  .... 

4 

0 

1 

(a)  Respiratory  .... 

4 

0 

1 

(b)  Non-Respiratory 

0 

0 

0 

The  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  District  by  Medical  Practitioners  was  fairly  satisfac¬ 
tory. 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
No  Cases  Notified. 


4.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 


Pneumonia  caused  4  deaths. 

It  will  be  noted  with  satisfaction  that  the  number  of  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  is  less  than 
the  number  notified  in  1950.  This  is  in  part  due  to  the  Council’s  progressive  Housing  policy  and  their 
successful  endeavours  to  reduce  overcrowding,  especially  in  those  cases  where  one  member  of  the  family 
suffers  from  active  Tuberculosis.  Early  curable  cases  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  have  still  too  long  to  wait 
for  admission  to  a  Sanatorium.  The  shortage  of  Sanatorium  beds  is  in  great  part  due  to  the  shortage  of 
Nurses  willing  to  nurse  Tuberculous  patients. 


Measles  was  prevalent  in  the  District  in  January.  Some  of  the  cases  were  more  severe  than  usual, 
but  despite  this  fact  there  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

5.— SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITAL  AND  OTHER 
INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

A.  — Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(1)  General  :  There  are  2  Nurses  in  the  District  engaged  in  general  district  work,  who  are 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association. 

(2)  For  Infectious  Diseases  : — Some  of  the  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  removed  to 
Isolation  Hospitals,  the  remainder  were  either  nursed  by  their  relatives  or  by  nurses 
obtained  from  Nursing  Homes  or  Hospitals  outside  the  District. 

B.  — Midwives. 

There  are  2  Certified  Midwives  practising  in  the  District. 

C.  — Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  is  one  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  Charlton  Road,  provided  and  staffed  by  the 
County  Council. 

D.  — Hospitals  Available  for  the  District. 

(1)  Tuberculosis  :  None. 

(2)  Fever  :  None. 

(3)  Other  :  Some  unused  buildings  in  the  grounds  of  the  former  Isolation  Hospital  have 
been  converted  into  a  Hospital  for  the  aged  sick. 

There  is  one  District  Hospital  at  Shepton  Mallet  for  the  treatment  of  general  medical  and 
surgical  cases.  There  is  no  Public  Assistance  Institution,  the  building  having  been 
taken  over  by  the  County  Council  as  an  Institution  for  persons  suffering  from  Mental 
Deficiency. 

E.  — Institutional  Provision  for  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Illegitimate  Infants  :  None. 

Homeless  Children  :  Hillworth  House,  staffed  and  equipped  by  the  Somerset  County 
Council. 

F.  — Ambulance  Facilities. 

(1)  For  Infectious  Cases  ;  None. 

(2)  For  Non-Infectious  Cases  and  Accidents  : — Two  Motor  Ambulances  and  one  sitting 
case  Car  are  kept  at  the  Ambulance  Depot,  Shepton  Mallet,  and  in  cases  of  need, 
additional  ambulances  are  obtainable  through  the  local  branch  of  the  B.R.C.S.,  and 
also  from  Wells  and  Radstock. 

G.  — Scabies  : — No  cases  of  Scabies  have  been  reported  to  me. 

6.— LABORATORY  WORK. 

Examinations  of  bacteriological  and  pathological  specimens  are  carried  out  at  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Taunton  ;  considerable  use  of  this  Laboratory  has  been  made  during  the  year. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  at  Messrs.  Boots  (Chemists),  and  Miss  Watkins  (Chemist). 
Supplies  can  be  obtained  from  them  by  Practitioners  on  the  National  Health  Service  prescription  form. 


7. — PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 


There  is  one  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  and  Sanitary  Surveyor,  and  an  additional  Sanitary 
Inspector  (both  whole-time  officers)  and  myself  (a  part-time  officer).  There  is  one  Health  Visitor  in  the 
District. 


8.  —WATER  SUPPLY. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  houses  in  the  Urban  District  have  piped  water  supplies  from  the  mains 
of  the  Shepton  Mallet  Waterworks  Company.  A  local  Brewery  also  has  its  own  private  well  supply. 

During  the  year,  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quantity  and  quality. 

Eighteen  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  Satisfactory  reports  were 
received  in  sixteen  instances,  the  unsatisfactory  results  obtained  in  respect  of  two  samples,  was  investigated, 
and  it  was  found  that  contamination  occurred  only  after  heavy  rainfall.  In  connection  with  this  matter, 
consultations  have  taken  place  between  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Waterworks  Authority,  and  the 
latter  have  arranged  to  take  steps  to  abate  the  contamination.  A  series  of  repeat  samples  have  been  taken, 
with  satisfactory  results. 

The  Beacon  Hill  spring  supply  serves  a  small  number  of  properties  in  the  nothernmost  part  of  the 
urban  district,  the  remainder  of  the  area  being  fed  by  the  Windsor  Hill  springs.  The  waters  are  not  thought 
to  have  any  plumbo-solvent  action. 

A  few  houses  share  communal  taps,  and  five  houses  rely  on  well  supplies. 

A  large  Bacon  Factory  has  its  own  well,  but  the  water  is  used  for  washing  down  and  flushing  purposes 
only,  the  town  supply  being  utilised  for  all  processes  in  connection  with  food  production. 

There  has  been  provision  of  main  water  supplies  to  three  cottages  at  Cannards  Grave,  where  two 
wells  had  previously  been  found  unsatisfactory. 

Water  Supplies  from  Public  Mains  : — 


DIRECT  TO  THE  HOUSES 

BY  MEANS  OF  STANDPIPES 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses 

Population 

No.  of  Dwelling  Houses 

Population 

1450 

5089 

2 

7 

Future  Proposals  include  — 

Completion  of  water  mains  on  Council’s  Housing  Estate  at  Ridgeway,  off  Compton  Road. 

New  Main  along  Old  Wells  Road  (in  connection  with  proposals  by  Shepton  Mallet  Rural  District 
Council). 

New  main  along  Hitchen  Lane  (linking  West  Shepton  and  Ridgeway  Housing  Estate). 

New  main  from  Cannard’s  Grave  to  Ridgeway  Housing  Estate  (in  connection  with  proposals  by 
Shepton  Mallet  Rural  District  Council),  via  Ridge  Road,  fields  and  Compton  Road,  with 
variation  of  route  if  necessary  to  supply  proposed  housing  development  by  Military  Authorities. 

First  instalment  of  mains  for  extension  of  Council’s  Housing  Estate  at  Ridgeway. 


9.— SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

There  have  been  no  changes  and  no  extensions  during  the  year,  but  the  Council  have  received  and 
considered  a  report  from  their  Consulting  Engineer  upon  the  existing  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  together  with 
his  recommendations  for  modernising  same  and  extending  the  capacity  thereof  to  deal  with  future  develop¬ 
ment,  and  have  instructed  him  to  submit  details  of  the  scheme  for  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government. 

The  approximate  cost  would  be  about  £83,000. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Total  number  in  district  on  31st  December,  1951  : — 

(1)  Pail  closets  30  (estimated).  (2)  W.C.’s  1432  (estimated).  (3)  Other,  none. 


10.— HOUSING. 

DETAILS  OF  HOUSES  ERECTED  AND  IN  COURSE  OF  ERECTION. 


Houses  erected 
during  year 

Houses  in  course 
of  erection 

Conversion  to 
flats  or 
dwellings 

Temporary 
such  as 
Army 
Huts,  etc. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Perm. 

Temp. 

Local  Authority 

Private  Enterprise 

19 

10 

— 

20 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

29 

— 

25 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Inclusive  of  those  above  built  during  the  year  : — 

Total  number  of  houses  in  District  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1462 

,,  ,,  ,,  owned  by  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  278 


No.  of  Post-War  Houses  erected 
to  31st  December,  1951 

Programme  for  1952 

By  Local  Authority 

By  Private  Enterprise 

By  Local  Authority 

By  Private  Enterprise 

138 

20 

24 

16 

Total  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  ....  237 

The  applications  for  Council  houses  fall  into  the  following  groups  : — 

(a)  Residents  in  the  Urban  district  : 

Insanitary  and  unfit  housing  conditions  ....  ....  ....  ....  50 

Overcrowding  (under  Housing  Act,  1936)  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

Living  in  shared  accommodation  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  87 

Insufficient  accommodation  at  present  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Smaller  house  required  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

Other  reasons  (including  transfers)  ....  ....  ....  ....  17 

Under  notice  to  quit  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

—  172 

(b)  APPLICANTS  LIVING  OUTSIDE  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  ....  65 


237 


11.— MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH  INQUIRIES. 

None, 


12.— MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

No.  of  registered  dairy  premises 
No.  of  Registered  Distributors 

No.  of  Retailers  authorised  to  use  the  special  designations  : — 

(a)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

(b)  Accredited  Milk 

(c)  Pasteurised  Milk 

(d)  Sterilised  Milk 


5 

5 

3 

Nil 

3 

Nil 


All  the  licences  in  respect  of  the  above  are  issued  to  dairymen  whose  premises  are  situated  within 
the  district. 


No  supplementary  licences  have  been  issued  to  distributors  whose  dairy 


is  outside  the  District. 


No.  of  licensed  Pasteurising  plants  in  the  district  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Ditto  Heat  Treatment  ditto  ....  ....  ....  ...  1 


13.— ICE  CREAM. 


No.  of  Premises  Registered  for  : — 

(a)  Manufacture  only 

(b)  Manufacture  and  Sale 

(c)  Sale  only 
Samples  : — 

No.  provisionally  placed  in  Group  1 
ditto  2 

ditto  ....  ....  3 

ditto  4 


Nii 

3 

11 

3 


Total  number  of  samples  taken 

(All  hot  mix) 


14.— SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


3 


Number  of  slaughterhouses  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Food  ....  ....  ....  1 

Number  of  registered  slaughterhouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Number  of  slaughterhouses  in  use  where  horses  are  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  Nil 
Names  of  any  slaughterhouses  in  use  under  Ministry  of  Food. 

CAV.S.  Bacon  Factory,  Chariton  Road,  Shepton  Mallet. 

Total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  at  slaughterhouses  in  use  under  the  Ministry 
of  Food  : — 45,406. 


Approximate  weight  of  meat  condemned  : — 47  tons  15  cwts.  2  qrs.  20  lbs. 


15.— FOOD  PREMISES. 

Number  of  premises  registered  under  Sec.  14,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  ....  ....  9 


16.— BYELAWS  UNDER  SECTION  15  OF  THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Date  Byelaws  came  into  operation — 11th  December,  1950.  No  special  action  taken  other  than 
routine  inspection  of  food  premises. 


17. — PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  existing  arrangements  for  the  collection  and  disposal  of  trade  and  household  refuse  have  con¬ 
tinued.  A  weekly  collection  is  made  from  all  premises  in  the  District,  this  work  being  carried  out  by  direct 
labour  and  using  a  modern  motor  covered  refuse  collection  vehicle.  Trade  refuse  is  collected  on  two  addi¬ 
tional  days  each  week  from  a  small  number  of  premises,  a  small  charge  being  made  for  this  service. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping,  on  the  controlled  system,  at  a  disused  quarry  at  Winsor  Hill, 
Downside. 

The  collection  of  waste  paper  continued  throughout  the  year,  a  total  of  44  tons  9f  cwts.  being  sold. 
In  addition,  the  following  quantities  of  other  salvage  were  disposed  of  : — 

Rags,  textiles,  string,  etc.  ....  ....  ....  2  tons  2  cwts.  2  qtrs. 

Bones  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  10  cwts.  0  qtrs. 

Ferrous  scrap  ....  ....  ....  ....  2  tons  12  cwts.  0  qtrs. 

The  total  (gross)  value  of  sales  during  the  year  amounted  to  71380  14s.  3d. 


(18a).— PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  is  one  Swimming  Pool  in  the  Urban  District.  The  water  is  continually  circulated,  filtered 
and  chlorinated.  A  new  heating  system  was  installed  before  the  opening  of  the  1951  swimming  season, 
enabling  the  temperature  of  the  water  to  be  maintained  at  about  70deg.  F.  (minimum). 

Sixteen  samples  were  submitted  at  regular  intervals  for  bacteriological  examination,  satisfactory 
reports  being  received  in  all  cases. 

The  pool  capacity  has  been  reduced  by  alteration  of  the  floor  level,  and  the  turnover  period  is  now 
estimated  to  be  approximately  12  hours.  The  pool  is  filled  from  the  mains  of  the  Shepton  Mallet  Waterworks 
Company. 

The  daily  number  of  bathers  fluctuates  considerably,  mainly  on  account  of  climatic  conditions  ; 
the  estimated  maximum  daily  load  is  400  persons,  including  a  large  proportion  of  children. 


18(b).— FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  Respect  of  the  Year  1951. 

Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1. — Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities* 

1 

25 

9 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

2 

47 

16 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
*  (excluding  out-workers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

3 

' 

Total 

72 

25 

1 

2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found. 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”) 


Particulars 

(1) 

M/c 

line 

No. 

(2) 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

R  ef« 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

fcrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S .  2) 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S-3)  . 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S-4)  . 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6)  .... 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 

tive 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 

1 

10 

1 

2 

• 

1 

11 

12 

1 

Total 

60 

2 

3 

2 

Part  VIII.  or  the  Act. 
Outwork. 


Nature  of  Work. 
Wearing  Apparel, 
Making. 

No.  of 
Out-workers. 

No.  of  cases 
of  default  in 
sending  lists 
to  the  Council. 

No.  of  Prosecutions 
for  failure  to  supply 
lists. 

30 

4 

Nil. 

No.  of  instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises. 

Notices 

served. 

Prosecutions. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

19.— KNACKERS  YARDS. 

Number  registered  in  district  ....  ....  .  ....  ....  ....  Nil 


20.— FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 

None. 


21.— CAMPING  SITES. 

No  licences  have  been  issued  in  respect  of  camping  sites. 

One  licence  for  a  caravan  was  in  force  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  continued  throughout  the 
period  under  review.  One  applicant  was  granted  a  licence  for  a  caravan  but  surrended  the  licence  after 
a  short  time,  when  a  licence  for  a  caravan  on  the  same  site  was  granted  to  another  applicant. 

One  application  for  a  licence  to  station  a  caravan  on  another  site  was  refused  by  the  Council  owing 
to  lack  of  sanitary  amenities. 


THE  FOLLOWING  FACTS  HAVE  BEEN  REPORTED  TO  ME  BY  THE 
SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  :— 


DETAILS  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTIONS. 

HOUSING. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  for  defects  under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  64 
No.  of  inspections  for  the  purpose....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Ill 

No.  of  houses  (included  above)  which  were  inspected  under  the  Housing  (Consoli¬ 
dated)  Regulations  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

No.  of  houses  (included  above)  inspected  on  complaint  ....  ....  ...  27 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

1  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ....  Nil 

(b)  ditto  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ....  Nil 

2.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  No.  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  .....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  No.  of  ditto,  ditto,  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  room  or  house  having  been  made  fit  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

3.  Action  under  Section  9  of  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(a)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices  were  served  in  respect 

of  repairs,  etc.  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(b)  No.  of  houses  rendered  in  all  respect  fit  as  a  result  of  such  action  ....  Nil 

(c)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  informal  notices  were  served  for  re¬ 

pairs,  etc .  ...  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

(d)  No.  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  as  a  result  of  such  action.  2 

4.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(a)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices  were  served  for  repairs,  etc.  Nil 

(b)  No.  of  houses  where  unsatisfactory  conditions  were  remedied  as  a  result 

of  such  action  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

(c)  No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  informal  notices  were  served  for  repairs 

and  abatement  of  nuisances  ...  ....  ..  .  ....  ....  7 

(d)  No.  of  houses  where  defects  were  remedied  or  nuisances  abated  as  a  result 

of  such  action  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 


5. 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

No.  of  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  ....  ....  ....  3 

No.  of  new  cases  reported  during  the  year  ..v  ....  ...  ....  Nil 

No.  of  cases  relieved  during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

No.  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Particulars  of  any  cases  which  have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 

Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ....  ....  Nil 

REQUISITIONED  PREMISES. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  in  connection  with  proposals  to  requisition  ....  Nil 

No.  of  houses  under  requisition  at  beginning  of  year  ...  ....  ....  22 

No.  of  houses  under  requistion  at  end  of  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  22 

No.  of  houses  requisitioned  during  the  year  ....  ....  ...  ....  Nil 

No.  of  houses  de-requisitioned  during  the  year  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

No.  of  units  of  housing  accommodation  provided  by  requisitioned  premises 

as  at  end  of  year  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  30 

No  of  inspections  of  requisitioned  premises  ....  ...  ....  ....  70 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

1,  Meat  Inspection. 

(a)  At  Bacon  Factory. 

Total  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  .... 

ditto  inspected 

No.  of  visits  for  the  purpose  of  inspections 
Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

No.  of  whole  carcases  condemned 

No.  of  carcases  of  which  some  organ  or  part  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with  disease  other  than 
culosis 

Tuberculosis. 


No.  of  whole  carcases  condemned 

....  205 

No.  of  carcases  of  which  some  part 

or  organ  was  condemned 

....  2,579 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected  with  tuberculosis 

. 6.95% 

Details  of  condemnations. 

Number. 

Weight. 

Whole  carcases 

270 

39,720  lbs. 

Part  carcases 

58 

817  „ 

Heads  .... 

1,975 

25,388  „ 

Lungs 

2,125 

4,250  „ 

Hearts 

1,475 

1,475  , 

Livers 

2,309 

9,236  „ 

Kidneys 

562 

141  „ 

Spleens 

278 

139  „ 

Intestines 

1,781 

14,248  „ 

Mesenteries 

534 

1,869  ,, 

Total  weight  of  the  above  condemnations  : — 43  tons  8  cwts.  2 

qtrs.  1 1  lbs. 

(b)  At  Other  Premises. 

No  slaughtering  was  carried  out  at  other  premises  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  year. 

In  response  to  a  request  for  assistance,  a  number  of  inspections  of  carcases  of  all  descriptions  were 
made  at  a  slaughterhouse  in  the  neighbouring  Rural  District,  during  staff  changes. 

2.  Other  Food  Premises. 

No.  of  inspections  of  Bakehouses 

ditto  Butchers’  premises 

ditto  Confectioners 

ditto  Dairies 

ditto  Fish  shops 

ditto  Fish-drying  premises 

ditto  Greengrocers 

ditto  Grocers 

ditto  Ice-cream  premises 

ditto  Slaughterhouses 

ditto .  Canteens 

ditto  Restaurants 

ditto  Hotels 

ditto  Stalls 

ditto  Street  vendors 

ditto  Miscellaneous  food  premises 


5 

22 

2 

22 

6 
8 

Nil 

29 

9 

12 

1 

4 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

26 


....  45,406 
40,046 
296 


48 

....  2,810 
tuber- 

.  ..  7.11% 


Infectious  Diseases. 

No.  of  visits  of  investigation  .... 

8 

No.  of  visits  for  disinfection 

•  •  •  • 

.... 

13 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected 

15 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

No.  of  complaints  received 

.... 

.... 

10 

No.  of  visits  of  investigation  and  treatment 

.... 

20 

No.  of  treatments  completed  at  (a)  Refuse  Tips 

.... 

.... 

1 

ditto  (b)  Sewage  Farm 

.... 

.... 

1 

Verminous  Premises. 

No.  of  complaints  received 

1 

No.  of  premises  found  to  be  infested  with  (a)  Bugs 

.... 

Nil 

ditto  ditto  (b)  Other  Vermin 

1 

No.  of  inspections  of  premises  .... 

.... 

.... 

3 

No.  of  premises  treated  for  disinfestation 

.... 

.... 

1 

Sampling. 

No.  of  samples  of  drinking  water,  piped  supplies 

.... 

19 

ditto  ditto  private  supplies 

1 

No.  of  samples  of  ice  cream 

3 

No.  of  samples  of  milk 

Nil 

No.  of  samples  of  swimming  pool  water 

.... 

.... 

16 

No.  of  samples  of  sewage  effluents 

7 

Details  of  Miscellaneous  Inspections. 

Miscellaneous  housing  inspections  and  visits 

.... 

86 

Miscellaneous  visits  and  inspections  other  than  housing 

308 

Water  supplies 

on 

....  ju  j 

Drainage 

126 

River  pollution 

11 

Sewerage 

105 

Sewage  disposal 

278 

Refuse  collection 

10 

Refuse  disposal 

25 

Salvage 

32  • 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Nil 

Camping  sites 

.... 

Nil 

Moveable  Dwellings 

13 

Petroleum  storage 

15 

Offensive  trades 

1 

Rag  Flock  Acts 

1 

Schools 

3 

Public  conveniences 

14 

Swimming  Pools 

41 

Shops  Act,  1934 

Nil 

Council  Houses  (maintenance)  .... 

377 

Applications  for  housing  accommodation  (inspections) 

.... 

59 

Civil  Building  Control  :  Dwellinghouses  .... 

134 

ditto  Other  premises  .... 

15 

Building  Bye-laws  :  Erection  of  new  houses 

.... 

169 

ditto  Alterations,  etc.,  to  houses  .... 

156 

ditto  Erection  of  other  premises 

.... 

30 

ditto  Alterations,  etc.,  to  other  premises 

.... 

.... 

95 

The  undermentioned  foodstuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered 

and  condemned 

as  unfit  for  human 

consumption  : — 

Tinned  Foods.  Milk 

33 

lbs. 

Fruits  .... 

83£ 

9  9 

Meats 

238 

9  9 

Vegetables 

210 

9  9 

Fish 

9 

Cereals . 

54i 

9  9 

Fresh  Meat.  Mutton 

45* 

Veal  .... 

45 

9  9 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Miss  Hill  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  E.  COULSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


